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itten would be in relation té & lion—but it Js a posi-
! 1on 1ar<re1y of his own choé’smg T
k% * ST
OR 17 YEARS, STAR’I“ING WITH HIS 14TH,
|| Harrison's :lifes4wis ‘a” period of -almost unrelieved
1grubbing - ag- he learned “hig' profession and educated
‘himself. “T've- always “{4ken money too seriously,” he
baid not long.ag6’ as e’ sat-in his office at 630’ ‘Fifth
Av., embellishing a*small’ pad with red crayon doodlés.
‘It took me a:long time to get over it, I never tried
ifo make & lot~because I'm no good at it—I ‘haven't
Lxad the knack I7don’t admire anybody who can just
nake money—il's a gimmick.”
Harrisor®s¥riéa in-a field that he stumbled on
1]1‘nost by:accident at an -age when. his contemporames
zvexe still ‘devptipz- their sleisure :time . to. -softball
ernaing’ =g’ remarkable stofy. bfs Stamina  and “grit,
 Finding:himself obliged to.make his swn way, Harri-
on - sought “out.a  WoreestefiMass., builder named
D.. W. Norcross, 'a ‘friend of & friend of the family’s,
hnd asked for a Job as a f{xce boy

Norerogs'. rcspog was in.thé" classxcal ix‘e)\dltwn
£ the bmgrapﬁi &y q-“Don’fihe 1 fobl;, son,j’ he,
[ {old -him. “Go 1%1 'f. g “That's where- the ‘money
B’ But he é)ut Bg

‘ ﬁWOI‘k at $3 a week,
Yih
] Vorcestér “%ﬁ i

Arrfl on was born &7 years ago in
foundry and mac ire” shop His thildhood 3 Wwads, reason:

Ythe last decade—its trans-

! formation into a ‘forest 61 clean-lied rectangular glass
" slabs—is generally considered to fall to one man,

Wallace Kitkman H"aii‘mso,n did fiot build them all,
but he is almost’ universal acknowledged to be the
most influential figure i ’&%
his is the responsibility for leadlng the ‘way. It is pro-
foundly characteristic’ of ﬁarrlson ‘that, although he
might easily - be persuaded to accept the blame his

.New :England conscience would insist on dlstrxbutmrr

the credit to others,
A large, intense, hearty’ rqan thh the shambling

- gait of a tired stock clerk, Wallagce. Harrlson has, fm

the past 30 years, been associated with' firms that have
built better than $1,000,000 ,000° worth. of: structures in
New York, the nation and -abroad, - &
Among projects he is“c losely identlﬁed ‘with are.
Rockefeller Center, the Eastchester Housing. Develop-

.ment, the Alcoa Building (done, appropriately, in |
alummum) sthe new Time-Life Buxldmg, .the: Hotel .
ormn Glass’ New York office, the ¢
CYyheadquarters in Langley, ]
st Presbyterian Church in’

o

'Awla in Caracas C

he coordinat

present major project is the new Metropohtan Opera
Fouse for Lincoln Center.

—

dern bulldmg design and

A ‘;at -Was a- supemntendem for
q

4bly nor fial ahd’ reasgnably pleasant untll hlS 14th
Jear, When s mothe digd,

gethier,” After she died,. my father 1igre or less:
?ent to pieces—he started‘ poing” off “ on: Adrmkmg
inges. I just decided I had fo _go to work.” :

At sclwol Haxnson  hadysh ’vn g3 talent for\ sketch

|
ing but he was Inclined: to. disguis 3
Exits were  considergt] "51ss1ﬁed”

-}

ut Norcross soon put- him to w

_plicd: for :architrdves, It was the..
extended love affair w!th buildin
I tlm\, it became my Iife N

"It is a life Harmson iboks back. oh J'arely nd. with
more pain,tHan pleastre, “since’ “he- '
fomanticizing poverty, His reginte. jnek
several mﬂes 1o ‘and from work\[ i
n a daily diet of sdndwiches; - °

“I've kfiown what itris’ to Be w
iny money, without any’ place to

av‘a?‘“kdl‘i&ﬁdﬁﬁ

41 nght "

vxc1ss;tudes

hout Iood wuhout
hé says quletly

“My ‘mother whs™the one Who }re,la the hom@

lagrams, tareful berspectivés: that mgheateq the
Stonécutter the size and ‘shape. ofvEtones ‘to] be’ sup-
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the hecad office boy, beginning a. period- of\ feveuslm

and competitive ‘self- education. , “rh

“We competed in cverything: Weld"det up in thé
morming and race cach other ta. the‘ ofﬁte AETRIShY,
we'd race each other I}ome an(} Iou'ﬂﬂ'lféw‘
books. We started learning math r?‘then Ristory;

then- structural materlaIS’ %’ ? there were

baoks we should réad in"Fien "co Berlitz to:

learn ¥French, We Wan“téa"t remfo.rced

nerele, so we' féund: a' c&"ﬂ@?‘ ?cestt' rfech.
and per suaded hlm to ngO%lass a J.‘his
home.' ik h,:.m.)A ar 0 il \

After four years, Harrlspn
weck, left Norclross and: Joi
firm as a junioi draftsmin
when, having saved $35 he '‘New York . cad
moved into a 1oommg ln‘ouse 5¥1 Wcst ‘23d’ St.

Then he headed for MeKir “Méad & White and
asked for a job. McKlm xgas the cbuntrys leading
architectural firm, famed for its d%ﬁlgns of mxpox{ant
neo-classic public buildings sdch ‘as Penn Station antd
lor the great neo- Ronalksance mansions . it built fm
millionaire clients. . : :

Harrison was burdcned vﬁzﬁ nelther lottms of in-
troduction nor stage- Irlght “I wanted to Zo to the
best,” he said. “What's the pomt of going amwhme
clse?”

“There were no opemnos and in time- honrm d 1radl
tion, Harrison offered to work for nothing. “They put

-me to work helping a man get up a book of drawings

?é ’rhe,n carning $‘) a
rdf 0 stal architeeturai
¢ s:tttfged‘ therc unti}, 1916,

of hospitals. A couple of wecks later, they hired me _

at 320' a week.”

A member of the Naval Coastal Defense Reserve,
Harrison was called to active duty in the summer of
1017, Discharged two years lates, he found himself,

for the first time in his life, afluent. e had saved ‘I

51,000 and, determined to study at the Beaux Arts in
Paris, he passed a grueling 12- hom exam and settled
down in that city for a year. After that, he won a
year’s traveling fellowship which he spent minutely

examining the great architectural monuments of the .

Old W’orld
For
variety of jobs, the most munificent being a short,
unhappy stint in 1927 as an architect for the New York
Poard of Education which paid a “perfectly cnormous”

37,500 a year, enabling him to marry Ellen Milton, a -

voung social worker,

Shor tly before, her brothér David had married
Abby Rockefeller, daughter 6£:John D. Rockefeller Jr.
Shortly after his own marriage, Harrison was re&cucd
from the school board by an offbr of a junior part-
nership in Helmle & Corbett. Three vears later H & C
was once of the four ﬁrms choscn to design R ockcfolch
Center,

There was ng connection between the marriages
and the sclection of the firm, but there was a con-
nieetion between Harrison's presence on the project and
his subsequent position -virtually as
to the Rockefellers, for whoin he has since rsigned
homes, office. buxldmcs and public structures.. :

As .Gov. chkefeller told. it to. a New Yorker maga-

zine profilist -spme years. +8g0, his enduring Iriendship
with Harrison. Hates: from--the dayv ,n(‘ ‘accommanied’
his father, Jolin B.. Jry te.a mecting of geven architestd
gathered to discuss. the- -exterior cof the TCA Building.
“Father was accustomed to bu1ldm~rs thai 124 fluted

the next five ycars Harrison worked at 'a |

“eourt. architect” [

: : g dlsagreements before
they dcconerated into a test of wills.
Seven years. later, his demonstrated abilities as an
“architect-in-chief” \made him ‘the logical choice to
supetintend the-design of the UN headquarters, a col-
laborativie effort “that united 17 1mportant architets
from’ 15¢'countries and produced a unanimous desizan
in four months—a feat which should. really ‘have been
impossible,
- Iiarrlson is especially well known as a practical
man who gets things doné, but he is also a poet and
the two leC(,t\ do not live together comfertably. Askad
one day whether he cn}oyed coordinating big projects,
e Oxploded
“I hate it. But T've }1ad to do it hecause I've-had
io make: a living. Poor 0ld~Bach ha,d to walk bchind
the hearse once a weck ;, otherwisg, hé didn’t get iis
organist’s pay. I.get more siErn - eut of designing a
‘Jsmall thing than a- big oneg. ,,Ar'chgt«e(tule is_something
kmallwsomethmcr you can toyc}l Wlth your fingers,

I don'tlike, deswnmv with other . people. You could:v’t
write- a.-pgem. with threc . people lo,okmty DVEr Vo.ur
ahoulder, tellmg you What word comes next. But you
L-an't bulld skwcrapers alonc

“But again, I'm’ glad 'to have hved in the ara
of the skyscraper. i think to this day I'm lucky ta
have had a part in Rockefeller Center—ihe tow:r
Jvas one of the healthiest things built in cur tin.e.
|V never did anything to make it bedutiful —we ma e
ifit healthy.” = o

-+ INU other art form Is more exposed to eriticism than

“Wewe done skyscrapers. If's part of Lhe sysicn.”

NGATRAAE u,al\‘ra'l.\.n
WALLACE X. HARRISON
“You cant bmid\ slcyscrape?.s uione »

columns or Gothie; arches.,marc}mw up tb,l‘n 5 and
he was oitlining his ideas on the subTLCi, ‘the () OVET-
nov recalled:“The architects all. hslvnpd until 1 ather
bad finished and then Wally,. exploded. *CGoddan it,
Mr. Rockefeller, you can'k,dg, that,” Jemsaid. You'll
ruil “the .oulldmfr if "yoirscover.up . 115. lines withy alt
that classical gmgelbreada’ R
Harrisen - spent-- neadly;”a decade working  on
the Center, and when/:it- was;completed in 1939,
he had emetged as thewlgtrong 'man” of the; group, ]
the single. figuye - who, i . N LR

rehitecture, and after all these yeaf's Harrison stiit
iudders in the raw wind of critical rebuke.

“If you have the fun of doing sorgething, you haves
§ learn to-take the consequences. But T canct anes-
thetize myself against criticism, Sometimes it dovs

o e

Hetter plans accepted for later: buildings. So it isn't

'l a loss, although sometimes it dafin near. Kiils you
if you rcad it.”

(alaldalVi
1
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n awful lot of good: Bad criticism has helped me ge:
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* Harrison and his wife live in a comfextable but Xar
from luxurious dpartment on Fifth: Av. angd’ spend
iheir week-ends in an unpretentlous collcctlon of. build-
ngs. in Huntmgton, L. I, ‘to which he -sometimes
flees on work days in- brder to esgape. telephone’ inter-
uptlons But he rémains a lover of New York. :

In thls context, he syddenly leaned forw\ard durmg
‘hn. interview and carnestly asked, “Now, can we do
Jomethmg, constructive with this article?”
. Harrigon, it ‘developed, “wanted a forum and we
bre happy 1o~ glve hiny.one:
<. “Wd_cant £0 ‘on ‘duplicatiny - Manhattan by piling -
pe- “plats.-oi- ground .on top of - grie: anothex:, wmmu\t
'“nokmg the eity to-death.>
““Wa've got to cut througl blg v streets éo open
- hp-the" ity o trafiic; The dirt gnd -filth of<the city
e inexcusablé—we've: got to ?Edulate the size of
‘ a,rs and tbgnk of developmg electrlcal automobiles,
ot 1K-0HT 'housmg i¢ inhuman. Housing .has
o' Be ‘taken “hack 3o 'tie thildren. “We're building up
rreat b}oc? t‘red bnck buﬂdlngsWﬁhout areas'where
“Pla; Yvegot tovput piaygwunds right
\ 56 e've *got. to' put terraces on
vxpartmex‘:‘{ Vhere of{iéfrs capwba “With childref—-
blaces, Witere th(;y’if get the Wind and the sud.
oty gﬁty say Wd cAn't ‘agfford 16! T'say we can't
‘_Lffﬁl‘d’bﬁof topive va gt 3 realize that the almirrhty
: R ¢ “t?ung thyt'd igiportaat. If-*you're not
) buﬂﬂ better“buildings and petter
iy Detter quifl T thiuk all Pve

u»..,wl

TOMQR/BQVE,,AuseLh H,. I lirshhorn ™.
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